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Parents and prospective dancers,  
 
Thank you for expressing interest in trying out for the WGHS Statesmen Stars Dance team. Athletes that 
are chosen to represent WGHS will be a group of dedicated and outgoing individuals who share the 
common goal of promoting pride and school spirit to WGHS.  
 
Every Statesmen Stars dancers is expected to be a role model in the school and community. Dancers are 
ambassadors of the school and are widely recognizable. Being a dancer is a huge commitment, as it 
requires numerous amounts of extra time outside of the normal school hours.  
 
The information in this packet is very detailed and important and should be read in its entirety. The 
packet contains information about summer workouts, tryout requirements, the upcoming season, 
associated costs and more. Please print and read all of the information carefully to be sure you and your 
dancer are aware of and understand the expectations prior to trying out.  
 
Thanks again for your interest in the WGHS Statesmen Stars Dance Team and we look forward to seeing 
you at tryouts!  
 
The following documents MUST BE completed and returned on or before tryouts:  
❖ Tryout checklist with headshot attached  
❖ Tryout Application  
❖ Parent & dancer attendance & financial commitment signature page  
❖ Statesmen Stars handbook acknowledgment page  
 
 
 
Best Wishes,  
 
 
 
Gwendolyn Harris 
Head Coach  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tryout Application Checklist Candidate  
 
 

Name: _________________________________________________ 20/21 Grade: ______  
 
The following sheets in this packet should be attached to this checklist. The checklist will be the first page 
in the packet. All pages must be turned in together. Incomplete packets will NOT be accepted and 
therefore, you will NOT be eligible for tryouts. All packets are due prior to tryouts.  
 
____ Checklist including picture/headshot  
 
____ Tryout Application  
 
____ Signed WGHS Attendance Policy  
 
____ Signed WGHS Financial Commitment 
 
____ Signed WGHS Statesmen Stars Handbook Acknowledgment  
 
____ Updated Physical Examination Form 
  
____ Teacher Evaluation 
 

★ Picture should be a headshot or school picture without any other people in it. ★ 
No full body pictures please.  

 

                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attach picture here 



Statesmen Stars Dance Team 
Tryout Information 

 

★ The tryout clinic will be held TBD (REQUIRED to tryout)  

★ Tryout evaluations will be held TBD  

★ The team will be announced TBD.  

★ Tryouts are CLOSED to the public, parents, friends, etc.  

★ The tryout process will include evaluations on a following, but will not be limited to: pirouettes, jumps, 
splits, leaps, dance, overall impression, and coach ability.  

★ The final decision is left to the coaching staff.  

★ Tryouts will begin and end sharply. All candidates are required to stay for the duration of the tryout 
process. Special circumstances must be clears with the coach(es) prior to the day of tryouts. 
 
What to wear to tryouts?  

★ Any solid color top, leotard, or tank top, leggings or shorts, dance shoes or tennis  

★ Hair pulled back in a clean pony tail/bun (out of face)  

★ NO basketball shorts, denim shorts, jewelry, gum at any time.  
 
What to bring to tryouts?  

★ A positive attitude & tons of enthusiasm!!  

★ Water bottle 

★ Light snack  
 
Judging 
Candidates will audition in small groups. The dance routine will be demonstrated to a panel of three of 
more qualifies judges. Candidates will be judged on the following: memory, coordination/rhythm, dance 
technique, and overall performance. Candidates with the highest score will be chosen for the WGHS 
Statesmen Stars Dance Team. Acceptance is not limited by number; the number of candidates accepted 
onto the team varies based on the above criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Tryout Application (Dancer Information) 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
STREET ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________  
 
CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE: _____________________________________________________________  
 
EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
CELL PHONE #: ____________________________________________________________________  
 
2020 - 2021 SCHOOL YEAR GRADE LEVEL (Please circle):      9       10     11        12  
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
CELL PHONE #: _______________________________WORK #: _____________________________  
 
1. How do you view your role as a dance team member?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Please list your previous dance and/or gymnastics experience.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Please list all the after school activities you plan to be involved in other than the Statesmen Stars Dance 
Team? Be sure to include meeting days/times. Ex: Band- Mondays-2:15-3:00 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 



WGHS STATESMEN STARS ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

ALL practices, games and scheduled events are MANDATORY.  
Excused absences allow dancers to participate in events.  

Unexcused absences will result in exclusion from practices and/or games. 
 
Overview: Statesmen Stars Dance Team is a sport that requires full teamwork and participation every practice, game 
or competition. Anytime a dancer is late or absent, routines and formations are jeopardized. Statesmen Stars 
dancers are expected to be punctual or early for all dance related activities. 
 
1. Dancers should contact the coach ASAP to communicate that he/she will be late or absent.  
2. Dancers who must arrive late or miss an event are required to give at least 24 hours’ notice via email, phone call, 
text or GroupMe message. Anyone without proper notification will be given an unexcused absence or tardy.  
3. Excused absences are split from June – December and January – End of Season 
 5 Excused = Suspended from the next performance 
 7 Excused = Suspended from the next two performances 
 9 Excused = Dismissal from the team 
4. Unexcused absence will NOT be split into two seasons and will be counted from beginning to the end of the 
season 
 1st Unexcused = Suspended from next performance 
 2nd Unexcused = Suspended from the next two performances 
 3rd Unexcused = Dismissal from team 
5. Dancers must attend school a minimum of four (4) hours to be eligible for participation in practices or games.  
6. If a dancer is absent the day before a performance (unexcused), the dancer is ineligible to perform. 
7. Dancers are responsible to learn choreography and cleaning points missed before the next practice.  

 
Excused Absences Unexcused Absences 

★ School related events required for a grade (Direct email from teacher)  

★ Pre-approved family functions (should be notified prior to the start of 
the season) 

★ Illness resulting in the student being absent from school, or sudden 
illness (per parent notification)  

★ Death in the family 

★Jobs/employment/babysitting 

★ No-call; no-show 

★ Non-emergency doctor visits 

★ Other extracurricular activities  

★ Family/friend trips, parties, 
vacations (not communicated 
prior to the start of the season) 

 
I have read and understand the content and requirements of the attendance policy for the Statesmen Stars Dance 
Team. I have received a copy of the policy and agree to abide by these guidelines as a condition of my participation 
in the program. 
 
Student Name (PRINT): ________________________________________________________________  
 
Student Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
Parent Name (PRINT): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ________________ 



WGHS Statesmen Stars Dance Team 
 Financial Commitment Agreement 

 
As with all sports, Statesmen Stars Dance Team involves a significant financial commitment. In order to 
have a successful season, there are apparel and/or other program needs that must be met. Exact cost will 
be known at the parent/dancer meeting, TBD. 
 
No one will be excluded from participating because of financial problems. If this is a concern, the dancer’s 
parent/guardian should contact Gwendolyn Harris of the Activates Director. 
 
There will be multiple opportunities for fundraising during the season. All dancers are required to 
participate in fundraisers. Refusal to participate in fundraisers will result in disciplinary action & possible 
dismissal from the team.  
 
Fundraisers are as follows: 

★ Snap Raise 

★ Dance Clinic 

★ Possible additional fundraisers throughout the season 
 

★ Checks should be made payable to WGHS Dance Team ★ 
 

Varsity Veteran - $300 Varsity Newcomer - $600 
Due TBD: $125 
Due TBD: $125 

Due TBD: $350 
Due TBD: $250 

 
 
I have read and understand the financial commitment for the 2020-2021 WGHS Statesmen Stars Dance 
Team Program. I agree to meet the financial responsibilities of the sport. I understand that if my dancer is 
dismissed from a team for any reason or quits at any point after being selected, no refunds will be issued.  
 
Student Name (PRINT): ________________________________________________________________  
 
Student Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
Parent Name (PRINT): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WGHS Statesmen Stars Dance Team Constitution 
 

Objective: To promote school spirit, to provide entertainment at football and basketball games, and pep rallies. 
Also, to positively represent Webster Groves High School throughout the season while developing responsibility, 

teamwork, and work ethics.  
 

RESPONSIBILITIES  
1. ALWAYS conduct yourself in a positive way - you represent your team, but more importantly you represent 
Webster Groves HS, our school district.  
2. Dance Team members serve as ambassadors for Webster Groves HS. Dancers are expected to be positive 
reflections of the team both in and outside of school functions. This includes, but is not limited to overall attitude, 
school conduct and social media. While social media is a place for you to express your thoughts and opinions, any 
negative comments, inappropriate pictures, unacceptable language regarding the teams, specific members, other 
WGHS athletics or clubs, opposing team or self will result in removal from the team. It is expected that all the 
members conduct themselves in a respectful manner at all times. Anything less is unacceptable.  
3. Abide by the Dance Team Agreement, the Webster Groves HS District Code of Conduct, and MSHSAA rules.  
4. Maintain the District’s academic expectations.  
 
MEDICAL ELIGIBILITY  
1. A physical must be on file, or a doctor’s appointment scheduled, before you are allowed to participate in 
summer practices. A copy of the WGHS Activities physical form is attached for your convenience. Any 
additional copies can be found in the Activities Office.  
2. A medical emergency card must be completed and filed with the dance coach.  
 1. The dance coach must have these cards in her possession at all times.  
 2. This card should be submitted before the first scheduled practice.  
 
UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT  
EACH MEMBER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN UNIFORMS AND ACCESSORIES.  
1. Each member will be given a uniform, which is the property of the school to wear for the 2020- 2021 Statesmen 
Stars Dance season. Furthermore, each member will also be given a set of poms to use at all games and other events.  
2. Uniforms are to be worn at all games and other activities determined by the coach. Uniforms should never be worn 
as part of casual attire, and must be changed out of immediately following a dance event.  
3. All items of the uniform may not be worn by anyone outside of the dance program as long as you are a part of the 
Statesmen Stars dance team.  
4. Each member will be required to maintain good condition and cleanliness of his/her uniform on a weekly basis. 
(Hang dry all uniforms)  
5. Uniforms must be dry cleaned at the end of the season and turned in to the coach in the dry cleaning bag at the end 
of the dance season.  
6. Loss, damage or abuse of the uniforms/equipment will result in a fine to be paid according to the damages. The 
team member may be responsible for replacing the items at replacement value. Any damages to uniforms must be paid 
BEFORE awards banquet.  
7. Additional apparel will be purchased by each member. An itemized list will be presented at the Parent Meeting 
following tryouts.  
 
PRACTICES:  
1. During the school year, members will practice after school Tuesday – Thursday from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm, starting 
August 17, 2020. Attendance is MANDATORY!  
2. Dates and times may be added or changed later  



3. Missing a practice without giving prior notification in writing to the coach will result in the dancer not dancing at 
the next assigned game/event.  
4. GUESTS/FRIENDS/FAMILY are NOT allowed at any practices.  
5. Practices will start immediately at the set time. Team members should be prepared and ready to go at the start of 
practice. This means they should be in the appropriate practice attire; hair must be pulled back in a ponytail or a bun, 
tennis/jazz shoes should be on and ready for warm-ups.  
6. Dance shoes or Tennis shoes must always be worn; NO socks or bare feet are allowed for practice.  
7. Team members will NOT BE ALLOWED TO USE CELL PHONES during practice, only during practice breaks, 
unless otherwise given permission to do so.  
8. Please come prepared with a water bottle for break times.  
9. Team members should come to practice with a positive attitude and ready to work. This includes respecting the 
coach and your teammates. Arguing and back talking to the coach and/or other dancers will not be tolerated.  
 
The team’s success depends on everyone’s presence and participation at all practices. You are expected to attend every 
practice, for the entire practice time. Because this is a team sport, any absence makes it difficult for everyone else; 
therefore, it is essential that this rule be enforced.  
 
Summer Months Practices - TBD  
Turkey Day Practices (MANDATORY)  
• Turkey Day practices: Every Sunday from October 4, 2020 - Nov. 22, 2020  
• Turkey Day Choreography: September 27, 2020  
• Turkey Day Dress Rehearsal: November 22, 2020  
• Turkey Day Assembly (Day and Night)  
• Turkey Day Game (Varsity Home) 
 
PERFORMANCES/EVENTS 
The coach has the ability and the right to pull dancers from the routine if they do not feel they are performing at the 
level desired. The coach will determine this, and the coach’s decision is final. All the decisions will be made by looking 
at what is best for the team. 

1. Dancers are to wear exactly what the coach/team decides. This includes practice apparel, warm-ups, uniforms, 
accessories, makeup, etc. 

2. Hair and makeup must be done prior to arriving to the performance, unless otherwise told. 
3. If a dancer is not performing, for whatever reason, they must still attend the performance to support their 

team, unless otherwise approved by the coach. 
 
Fall Performance Winter Performance Events 

★ Home Football Games 

★ Turkey Day 

★ School Pep Rally 
 

★ Varsity Boy and Girls Basketball 
Games 

★ School Pep Rally 
 

★ Webster Days 4th of July Parade: 
Saturday, July 4, 2020 

★ Rock Hill Days Parade: October 
3, 2020 
 

 

★ Additional performance/events can be added throughout the year ★ 
 
 
 



ATTENDANCE  
Students must attend school a minimum of four (4) hours to participate in any activity scheduled for that day 
unless excused by an administrator. Dancers are expected to notify the coach of an absence before the scheduled 
event VIA PARENT LETTER or PARENT PHONE CALL ONLY.  
 
WORK OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL  
It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that work schedules and dance team commitments do not conflict 
with each other. All scheduled games and practices should be given in advance to employers.  
 
INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER SCHOOL and/or NON-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
Joining the Statesmen Stars Dance Team mean that a commitment has been made that requires a large amount of 
time. Although you may participate in other activities both in school and/or community, the dance team should me 
your top priority. These commitments should be carefully considered and balanced by each family.  
 
GRADES  
All athletes at WGHS (dancers included) must be passing a total of 6 classes each semester in order to participate in 
athletic activities. This means that if a dancer has more than one failed class in a semester; they are immediately 
removed from the squad. This also means that if a dancer makes the 2020-2021 squad and does not pass 6 classes of 
the 2019 - 2020 spring semester, they will be ineligible to dance the following season.  
 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION  
Dancers who do not comply with the duties, responsibilities, behavior, attire, attendance and conduct will result in 
disciplinary actions. Most commonly it will result in being benched from the nest performance and/or event. 
However, depending on the situation, the coach reserves the right to determine if another consequence (removal 
from team) is required.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WGHS STATESMEN STARS DANCE TEAM 
HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand all the policies stated in the WGHS Statesmen 
Stars Dance Team Handbook. I understand that I must abide by the expectation and consequences set forth by the 
coach, WGHS administration and MSHSAA. 
 
By signing below, I also understand the following: 

★ The tryout judging decision if final and will make no attempt to alter those decisions after the team 
announcement has been made.  

★ Failure to follow the guidelines and procedures set forth may result in disciplinary actions or removal form the 
team.  

★ I understand all cost involved with being a member of the Statesmen Stars Dance Team and agree to pay all 
coasts. This is estimated to be $300 - $600 depending on if the participant is a newcomer or veteran. 
 
Student Name (PRINT): _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Student Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Parent Name (PRINT): ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Please complete the following sections. You will need your grades, classes, teaches from first semester, as well as the 
signature of your guidance counselor to ensure that these are correct. The teacher’s names below may be asked to 
complete a teacher evaluation. 
 
 Subject Grade Teacher 
1    
2    
3    
4    
5    
6    
7    

 
Name of guidance counselor: __________________________________________________________________  
 

Thank you, 

 

Gwendolyn Harris 


